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FACES IN THE CROWD

Artist at work
Milby graduate Betty Morgan Bennett works days at a Inter-Tel Technologies in
Memorial, but spends her off time at the easel. PAGE 2

EDUCATION

Grant recipient
Jane Taylor, a robotics teacher at Hartman Middle School, is a 2007 recipient of the $14,000
Inspiration Grant from the Jordan Fundamentals Grant Program. PAGE 4

Y
ATES homecoming king Desmond Spivey and queen
Precious Lowe are all smiles after their coronation
during halftime of the Lions’ dominating 60-0 victory

over Reagan last weekend at Barnett Stadium. Yates left no
doubt about whose party it would be early on, scoring 33 points
in the first quarter alone and leading 46-0 at the half. Eight
separate Lions scored touchdowns in the game. Yates returns to
action at Barnett against longtime rival Washington Saturday at
6 p.m.

KIM CHRISTENSEN : F O R  T H E  C H R O N I C L E

MAGIC MOMENT: Yates High School students Desmond Spivey and Precious Lowe were crowned 2007
homecoming king and queen Saturday.

H O M E C O M I N G  R O Y A L T Y

Yates introduces king, queen

DAVE ROSSMAN : 
F O R  T H E  C H R O N I C L E

Outreach

A
RTIZIA Lott, 7,
a pupil at
MacGregor

Elementary School, said
she enjoyed meeting
Downtown Aquarium
mascot Octavius
Octopus, which took part
in a Sept. 27 Reading
Rally sponsored by
Executive Women
International. The event,
which is designed to
encourage children’s
interest in reading, was
held at the Hilton
Americas Hotels. STORY

ON PAGE 4

The Houston school dis-
trict’s Scott Elementary School
has been named a prestigious
Blue Ribbon School by the U.S.
Department of Education.

The No Child Left Behind-
Blue Ribbon School award was
given to 287 schools across the
nation.

The Blue Ribbon award hon-
ors schools for helping students
achieve at high levels and for
making significant progress in
closing the achievement gap.

“The National Blue Ribbon
award is considered by some to
be the highest honor that an
American school can achieve.
We are humbled to be among
the 23 Texas schools to receive
this awesome recognition,”
said Artice D. Hedgemon, prin-
cipal, Scott Elementary School,
3300 Russell St.

“It is a wonderful testament
to the commitment and dedica-
tion of the entire school com-
munity,” Hedgeman said.

“The teachers, staff, stu-
dents, parents and business
partners at Scott Elementary
hold teaching, learning and ac-
countability in high esteem.”

The award honors public
and private elementary, middle

and high schools that are either
academically superior or that
demonstrate dramatic gains in
student achievement.

The schools are selected
based on one of two criteria:
■ Schools with at least 40 per-
cent of their students from dis-
advantaged backgrounds that
dramatically improve student
performance to high levels on
state tests; and
■ Schools whose students, re-
gardless of background,
achieve in the top 10 percent of
their state on state tests or in
the case of private schools in
the top 10 percent of the nation
on nationally normed tests.

The award-winning schools
will be honored at an awards
ceremony in Washington, D.C.
on Nov. 12-13.

Scott named Blue Ribbon School
■ Houston ISD
elementary
school one of 287
in nation to be
selected for honor

Selection process

Check out

chron.
com

EAST END BLOG: Visit
www.blogs.chron.com/
eastend to catch up, or
comment, on recent posts
from correspondent Douglas
Britt.

C H R O N . C O M M O N S  M E M B E R

Photos
from you
Exxon Mobil Corp.
employee Shameka
Nelson, her husband,
Roderick Nelson, and
daughter Raven enjoy the
festivities at the 22nd
annual United Negro
College Fund Walk-A-
Thon at MacGregor Park.
ExxonMobil has
participated in the UNCF
annual fundraiser since
its inception in 1985 by
Olympic gold medalist
Carl Lewis. In 2006,
more than 300 Houston
and Baytown-area
employees raised close to
$97,000 in donations
with matching gifts. This
year, Exxon Mobil has
contributed more than $1
million to the fund. Find
out how to share your
photos and see others
offered by local readers
at chron.com/east.

ONLINE TODAY

Lewis and Patterson el-
ementary schools in southeast
Houston will get new buildings
and Garden Villas Elementary
will undergo needed renova-
tions if voters pass an $805
million bond measure in No-
vember, said Houston Inde-
pendent School District board
President Manuel Rodriguez
Jr. at the Oct. 3 gathering of the
Greater Hobby Area Chamber
of Commerce.

In addition, Mitchell El-
ementary, 10900 Gulfdale,
will get a “relief school” to
handle its overflow of stu-
dents, said Rodriguez, calling
Mitchell “the most-
overcrowded school in the dis-
trict.”

“It’s got over 1,100 stu-
dents; it was built for 650,”
said Rodriguez, adding the new
facility may be built at Almeda
and Valentine, but that a final
decision has not been made on
the site.

The bond issue will also
help upgrade science labs at
secondary schools, Rodriguez
said, saying the district did
similar work on the labs in el-
ementary schools and saw a
improvement in Texas Assess-
ment of Knowledge and Skills
scores.

Noting that HISD has the
lowest property taxes of any of

the 54 Houston-area school
districts, Rodriguez said the
bond issue will fund infra-
structural improvements with-
out a tax hike.

“This will be at zero cost to
our taxpayers,” he said.

It would also help Houston
school district students get an
education on par with their
counterparts in more affluent
suburban communities, he
said.

“We need to reinvest in our
infrastructure,” he said.

“We need to make our
schools the best we can to pro-
vide that quality education
that everybody talks about that
is out in the suburbs and not
here in town.”

This year’s bond is the third
and final phase of a bond pro-
gram that started in 1998, Rod-
riguez said.

“There’s 134 schools that
have been waiting 10 years to
be touched by one of the bond
programs,” he said.

“We’re trying to (keep) the
promise that we made to the
schools, the communities and
the teachers to come in and fin-
ish the final phase of this
three-phase program.”

ELECTION DATES
■ Early voting: Oct. 22-Nov.
2

■ General election: 7 a.m.-7
p.m. Nov. 6

For more information and
polling station information,
visit the Web site at
www.harrisvotes.org.

HOUSTON ISD

Board president
says new buildings
in store if voters
pass $805 million
bond measure
■ Patterson,
Lewis elementary
schools would
be replaced

By DOUGLAS BRITT
C H R O N I C L E  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

MATTHEW WHITE : F O R  T H E  C H R O N I C L E

Going upstairs

S
TERLING’S Cameron Bolar and the Raiders will
face Wheatley Friday night in the Neighborhood
Football Game of the Week. STORY ON PAGE 5
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Blaffer Gallery, the art
museum of the University of
Houston, is accepting
submissions for the 2008
Houston Area Exhibition,
which will be on view May 9-
Aug. 2, 2008.

Artists over the age of 18 and
living within a 100-mile radius
of Houston are invited to
submit recent works that have
not been previously exhibited
in the area.

All media will be
considered.

Artists should send a
résumé and up to 20 slides in a
slide sheet or images on CD-
Rom or DVD for consideration.
VHS tapes will not be accepted.

A phone number and e-mail
address also need to be
included. Images must be
labeled with the artist’s name,
title, year of work, media,
dimensions and orientation.

Deadline for submissions is
Nov. 15.

There is no entry fee.
Submissions should be

addressed to Claudia
Schmuckli, curator, Blaffer
Gallery, 120 Fine Arts Building,
Houston, TX 77204-4018.

Include a self-addressed,
stamped envelope for the
return of materials.

E-mail submissions are
accepted at
cschmuckli@uh.edu.

Visit www.blaffergallery.org
or call 713-743-9530.

The September issue of
Hispanic Business magazine
ranks The University of Texas
Health Science Center at
Houston as having one of the
top 10 medical schools that
promote and encourage a
diverse community where
Hispanic students can thrive.

The University of Texas
Medical School at Houston was
ranked 7th rising from its No. 8
spot on last year’s top 10 list.

“We are very proud of this
accomplishment,” said
Judianne Kellaway, M.D.,
assistant dean for admissions at
the UT Medical School at
Houston.

COMMUNITY

Gallery seeks
artists’ works

UT-Houston
makes top 10 List

B
ETTY Morgan Bennett
loves the brightness of
primary colors, and she

also is a huge fan of the African
American culture.

So she’s combined these two
things to create a series of folk
art featuring elongated,
brightly-colored ethnic women
carrying urns, baskets or bowls.

“I’ve always been fascinated
with collecting African Ameri-
can things, and I just kind of in-
corporated it into my artwork,”
said Bennett, whose day job is in
telecommunication equipment
sales for Inter-Tel Technologies,
1140 W. Loop North .

She began painting while a
student at Milby High School.

“That really started off in
high school with some art
classes,” said Bennett, a 60-
year-old grandmother of 10 who
lives in League City.

“I painted a picture that
ended up traveling across the
country with artwork from
other students, and that kind of
sparked something in me.”

Bennett attended Sam Hous-
ton State University where she
earned a degree in home eco-
nomics, following in the foot-
steps of her mother, who was an
interior designer.

While Bennett herself en-
joyed a stint as an interior de-
signer in the former family busi-
ness, she continued to dabble in
painting.

Bennett mostly focuses on
watercolor still life now, but
there was a time when she en-
joyed oil landscapes — one of
which she said is hanging at
Prosperity State Bank in Hemp-
stead. Her current work can be
found at 2411 Strand in
Galveston.

“Customers like her use of
color and her subject matter,”
said Teresa Ouellette, store
owner. “Betty is a very bold art-

ist, and she just absolutely loves
what she does.”

Send “Faces in the Crowd”
profile suggestions to
Donna Hatch at
donna.hatch@chron.com.

WENDY RUDNICKI :  F O R  T H E  C H R O N I C L E

ARTIST AT WORK: Milby graduate Betty Morgan Bennett works days at a Inter-Tel Technologies in Memorial,
but spends her off time at the easel.

BETTY MORGAN BENNETT
■ Community connection: Graduate Milby High School class of
1965

■ Quick quote: “When I am painting, I don’t think of anything
else. It’s very relaxing.” — Betty Morgan Bennett

F A C E S  I N  T H E  C R O W D

Milby High graduate taps creative side
■ Paints African
American folk
art using
watercolors

By KIM HUGHES
C H R O N I C L E  C O R R E S P O N D E N T
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Send us your news

The East End/Third Ward
neighborhood news section
accepts press releases by regular
mail, fax or e-mail. Photos are not
returned. Items should be
submitted two weeks before
publication date. The section is
published each Thursday by the
Houston Chronicle Publishing Co.

W H E R E  T O
F I N D  U S

Letters to the editor about
local issues in this section’s
coverage area may be
sent by e-mail to
neighborhoods@chron.com.

The neighborhood news
sections’ letters policy mirrors
the Chronicle’s policy for
letters that appear in the daily
Viewpoints section with one
exception.

Letters to the neighborhood
sections must be about local
issues focused in the area and
include the author’s name, area
of residence and telephone
number for verification.

L E T T E R S
P O L I C Y

WHAT U DON’T KNOW ABOUT
‘TEXTING’!!!

…SEEKING 5 ACCOMPLISHED WRITERS
TO EXPLORE THE TEXTING
PHENOMENON AND ITS LINK TO POP
CULTURE…

• MUST LIVE IN THE HOUSTON AREA
• MUST BE A 2ND YEAR STUDENT AND

UP…
• MUST BE PROFESSIONAL AND

DEPENDABLE

SO… ARE YOU OUTGOING?
DO YOU HAVE A CUTTING EDGE
WRITING STYLE?

WE WILL ONLY CHOOSE 5
PARTICIPANTS, SO PLEASE, BE THE
FIRST TO BE CONSIDERED FOR THIS
NEW-AGE PROJECT!

PLEASE CALL… (832) 603-5275  
FOR MORE DETAILS

S LA E !
MEN’S FOOTWEAR

FROM

$19.90
STANDARD SHOES

1620 Austin St. @ Pease 
713.659.7426

FREE CHECKING, PLUS...PLUS...
ADVANCED ONLINE SECURITY.

SO YOU KNOW YOUR MONEY IS PROTECTED
ONLINE AND ALL THE TIME.

advanced online security

ADVANCED ONLINE SECURITY. ANOTHER PLUS THAT
COMES WITH CAPITAL ONE’S FREE CHECKING.

–  Security questions presented when you access your
accounts online from unrecognized locations

–  Security alerts to notify you of important changes to
your account 

– No liability for unauthorized online transactions†

Plus, every free checking account comes with no direct
deposit requirements, no minimum balance, and no
monthly service fees.

Account requires a $50 minimum opening deposit. Customer purchases checks. Bank rules and regulations apply. Ask us for details. †Limitations apply. Please review the Online Banking Terms and Conditions for more 
details. Branch bank products and services are offered by Capital One, N.A., a subsidiary of Capital One Financial Corporation. Capital One, N.A., Member FDIC. “Capital One Bank” is used as a trade name of Capital 
One, N.A., and does not refer to a separately insured institution.
©2007 Capital One Services, Inc. Capital One is a federally registered service mark. All rights reserved.

WWW.CAPITALONEBANK.COM/PLUS  •  1-888-755-2265  •  OR VISIT A NEIGHBORHOOD BRANCH
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